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1. SUMMARY. FOR THE SECOND TIME IN LESS THATN TEN 
MONTHS TUNISIA AND LIBYA HAVE AGREED TO TAKE THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF DISPUTE TO THE ICJ. THIS LATES 
AGREEMENT WAS SIGNED IN TUNIS EVENING OF JUNE 10 AT CLOSE 
OF CURRENT SERIES OF TUNISIAN-LIBYAN DISCUSSIONS CARRIED 
OUT UNDER THE AUSPICES OF ARAB LEAGUE. OTHER THAN FACT 
THAT QUESTION WILL BE SUBMITTED TO ICJ FOR 'ARBITRATION ', 

FEW ADDITIONAL DETAILS HAVE BEEN MADE PUBLIC. END SUMMARY 

2. IN PRESS STATEMENT ISSUED AFTER AGREEMENT SIGNING 
CEREMONIES. FOREIGN MINISTER CHATTY STATED THAT 
ACCORD INVOLVES "...AGREEMENT ON A REQUEST WHICH, 

AFTER ITS RATIFICATION, WILL BE PRESENTED BY TWO GOVERN- 
MENTS TO ICJ." CHATTY WAS ALSO QUOTED AS SAYING "THE 
FORMULA ON WHICH WE HAVE AGREED PERHAPS IS NOT IDEAL, BUT 
WE HOPE TO COME TO A SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM." IN 
ADDITION, HE OBSERVED "YESTERDAY OUR DIFFERENCES WERE NOT 
CLEAR. TODAY THEY STILL EXIST, BUT THEY HAVE NOW BECOME 
VERY CLEAR, THANKS TO THE RESULTS OF OUR DISCUSSIONS... A 
FIRST STEP TOWARD A SOLUTION." 

3. LIBYAN FOREIGN MINISTER TURAYKI AND ARAB LEAGUE SECRETARY 
GENERAL RIADH ALSO MADE PUBLIC STATEMENTS PRAISING RESULTS 
OF DISCUSSIONS. TURAYKI CHARACTERIZED ACCORD AS BEING 
MORE THAN "...THE BEGINNING TO A SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM, 

BUT THE INAUGURATION OF A NEW ERA IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
FRATERNAL AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS BTOPHT 5#3 529 ?495#34 
0390)3 . ALTHOUGH NOT REPORTED IN PRESS, TV NEWS JUNE 9 
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SHOWED FILM CLIP OF TURAYKI SAYING "THAT ACCORD WAS NOT 
DIFFICULT BECAUSE TUNISIAN AND LIBYAN PEOPLES ARE REALLY 
ONE AND THE SAME." RIADH PRAISED THE WISDOM OF PRESIDENT 
BOURGUIBA AND QADHAFI AND NOTED THAT ARAB WORLD COULD 
PROFIT FROM THIS EXAMPLE OF RESOLVING DISPUTES AMONGH 
BROTHER STATUS THROUGH THE GOOD OFFICES OF ARAB LEAGUE. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH FEW DETAILS REGARDING THE AQCORD 
ARE YET AVAILABLE, I IS CLEAR THAT TUNISIA ACHIEVED 
CONSIDERABLY LESS THAN ITS ORIGINAL OBJECTIVES. WE 
NOTE THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO PUBLIC REFERENCE TO OFFSHORE 
DRILLING QUESTION IN GENERAL OR TO THE J.W. BATES" IN 
PARTICULAR. THIS IS PROBABLY KEY ISUE ON WHICH TUNISIA 
WAS FORCED TO COMPROMISE IN ORDER TO OBTAIN TURAYKI'S 
ACCEPTANCE (AGAIN) OF THE PRINCIPLE OF ICJ ARBITRATION. 

AMBASSADOR HEDDA S REMARKS REPORTED IN STATE 135356 GIVE FURTHER 
BASIS FOR THIS CONCLUSION. ONE IMPORTANT POINT 

ON WHICH WE WILL SEEK CLARIFICATION IS WHETHER I TRY A 
ACCEPTED THE TUNISIAN DEMAND THAT ARBITRATION BE BINDING. 
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5. WE UNDERSTAND INFORMALLY FROM A SENIOR TUNISIAN MFA 
OFFICIAL THAT LIBYAN FOREIGN MINISTER INSISTED THAT AGREE- 
MENT REACHED YESTERDAY MUST BE SUBMITTED TO LEGISLATIVE 
BODIES OF BOTH COUNTRIES FOR "RATIFICATION" BEFORE ICJ 
CAN BE OFFICIALLLY SEIZED OF DISPUTE. OBVIOUSLY GOT IS 
STILL A LONG WAY FROM ACHIEVING ITS DESIRED 
OBJECTIVE OF ICJ ARBITRATION, BUT SOME PROGRESS MAY HAVE 
BEEN MADE. AT ANY RATE THE SITUATION IS NOW ATT .EAST 
TEMPORARILY DEFUSED AND THIS IN ITSELF IS WORTH A SMALL 
CHEER. 
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